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Summer Discussion
 
 
Summer Assignment
 
 
Identify a specific sory or anecdote from Lucile's diary, recounting her first term at the UO in 1915, that challenges, reinforces,
or complicates your own expectations for your first term on campus at the UO in the fall of 2009. 
 
 
Consider themes, experiences, events, or individuals you find dated or timeless--Housing; Roommates; Work; Recreation;
Finances; Hazing/Initiation; Anxiety & Fatigue; Homesickness; Dating; Romantic Relationships; Preparing for Exams; Attending
the Civil War Football Game; Personal Appearance; Circle of Friends; Family Pressures; Returning Home For the First Time
During Holidays.
 
Leave a one-paragraph minimum comment below refelcting on the story you choose.  You may wish to include a brief quote or
page number from the diary.  Feel free to leave comments in addition to your reflection.  
 
Please have your reflect posted by our first FIG meeting on Friday, September 25.   
 
 
 
 
 
alicehevans@hotmail.com said
at 4:02 pm on Sep 15, 2009
Alice Evans 9-15-09
I found Lucile Sanders to be an incredibly hard working, ambitious student. Lucile was someone who wasn't afraid to go
after something she wanted, like finding a place to live or accomplishing her goal of working at a professional
newspaper. Lucile was a very unique person and for me one of the most relatable passages in Lucile’s diary came at
the very end when Lucile and her roommate, Verna had an argument. Frankly I was surprised that she was able to
keep strong friendships because she was constantly studying or working. I was also surprised that Lucille and Verna
didn't get into a "quarrel" (pg 58) when they first started living together. To me it seems that roommates would have
disagreements upon first living together because it is an adjustment period. Lucile hadn’t really lived with anyone her
age in such a small space before, so I thought they would argue at first but eventually adjust to living together. Lucile
choose to live with a close friend, because neither one of them wanted to hurt each other’s feelings or have a
confrontation. Because of this decision it eventually all came spilling out when Verna stole a silhouette that Lucile had
taken of her and refused to give it back to Lucile when asked. This provoked both girls, but they eventually made up
and cherished each other's company.
I'm sure that my roommate and I will have disagreements similar to this, but I believe fighting with one’s roommate is
not only part of the college experience but also part of any young person’s life. At one time of another everyone has
had a roommate a college or not, and that is why I believe this anecdote relatable. No matter what time period a
person is from, if they are rooming with their best friend or a complete stranger, having a quarrel with them is bound
to happen.
Matt Villeneuve said
at 12:59 am on Sep 16, 2009
Good insight Alice. I think (this is just my reading of the journal as well) that your description of Lucile is spot on. Here
are some questions to think about, especially for those who have not completed their assignment.
Alice mentioned that Lucile seemed to be hard working and wasn't afraid to get what she wanted. Do you think this
attitude in freshmen students has changed at UO since Lucile's day? For example, could you imagine going to school
with like &28.78 in your pocket and feel confident it was all going to work out? Do you think today’s first year students
rely on their parents more than in the past?
I also think the anecdote about the argument with Verna is entertaining. Do you think that the concept of “personal
space” has evolved since then? Indeed, the roommate situation even today will inevitably lead to minor differences such
as the "quarrel" the girls had but don't worry, stealing your property is not acceptable roommate behavior! (I love how
the 1915 equivalent of a photo is a silhouette. Killer.)
jimalbright4@yahoo.com said
at 12:19 pm on Sep 17, 2009
Jimmy Albright
I also agree that Lucile's diary shows her to be an aspiring student who got what she wanted through hard work.
However, I thought the most interesting part about the dia and fry was the similarities and differences between the
two time periods of 1915 and 2009. In 1915, students in college were almost completely independent and had much
more financial difficulties than students face today. Lucile had basically no money when she arrived in Eugene and no
job. She faced these difficulties with the best attitude I believe anyone can have in that situation. Students today often
go to community college for a few years to save money for college or have parents and/or financial aid that gets them
through their school years. I certainly would feel confident going off to school with no money and no job.
The differences in social life are worth noting. In 1915, social events that she recorded consisted of dances, rallies,
dinners, and shows. She also mentioned a few of the boys she like and how all of that went along. It is very different
that the social life students go through today. Students go to sports games with their friends along with parties and
movies. The social events today are more casual than when Lucile went to U of O. The fight between her and Verna is
also something that many students will experience while they make new friends during college but it is just part of
making and being friends.
I believe this diary does help first year students get a good outlook on what their first year will bel ike and some of the
positive ways they can handle unfamiliar situations.
Molly DuVal said
at 11:35 pm on Sep 17, 2009
While I agree that Lucile did seem to be hard-working and ambitious, I didn’t find her to be that way as a student. Most
of her passages in the diary seemed to be about her worrying that she’d fail her classes, but she still felt no need to
work on her classes, instead focusing more on her career as a journalist. While that worked out for her back then, I
don’t know if things would work out the same way today for people who decide that they have the raw talent for their
future careers and decide to skip classes. At times, she seemed selfish, but most teenagers today can be that way -
even if it is just once in a while. Nobody can care about others all the time.
I found the story where she invited that guy into her room interesting; it seemed scandalous to me for a female in
1915 to invite a male into her room. That doesn’t seem like such a big deal today, but I had always imagined people in
the early 1900’s as a more conservative bunch.
I know if I had 28 dollars in my pocket heading off to college, I would not be confident everything worked out. I do
think we rely on our parents a lot (at least, some people do…some people don’t rely on their parents at all), but Lucile
also relied on her mother, father and uncle as well. The way her letters to her mother was written seemed like she was
fishing for money, even though she stated that she wasn’t. She seemed to be good at guilt-tripping her mother - the
“Oh, don’t expect letters from me, because I have no money for stamps”. That could’ve have been her just stating
facts, but that’s not how I perceived it the first time I read it.
Though my opinion may be affected by the fact that I am a cynical person.
Molly DuVal
deaver@uoregon.edu said
at 6:03 pm on Sep 18, 2009
Colin Deaver
When I first began reading Lucille’s journal, she struck me as a girl who was willing to work hard to get what she
wanted, whether that was a job at the Guard, or good grades in school. However, as I continued reading, I decided
that Lucille was always looking for a shortcut in life; she was told by an editor of the Oregonian to go to journalism
school in Eugene, and while she did this, she was always looking for a job on a newspaper so she could quit school and
focus on journalism. Instead of honing her skills in school, she was looking to take the easy way out so she didn’t have
to attend school anymore. She also mentions at the end of her journal that school had taken a back seat to her job at
the Guard and her social life, and that she believed that she would flunk out of school. While this does not end up being
the case, the fact that she thought it was a good possibility shows that she had stopped caring as much about her
education.
Lucille also talks about the difficulties she has a freshman in the first half of her diary, referring to them as, “the woes
of a freshie” (4). These include getting lost around campus, homesickness, and trouble making friends. I believe these
difficulties are timeless, and that any freshman is right to worry about them. Especially as an out-of-state student, one
of my main fears is homesickness. I think getting involved in student activities, and keeping my grades up will help keep
homesickness at bay.
I thought Lucille’s diary was an interesting read, and that it provided a lot of insight of what college life was like in
1915.
Matt Villeneuve said
at 8:51 pm on Sep 19, 2009
Good stuff all.
Jimmy, I really liked how you noticed that social events for Lucile were way different than the ones we have in 2009.
Why do you think social events in our era or more casual than in the past? It’s a terrific point. What changed since that
generation? (There is no right answer, by the way. I’m in the same boat as you guys)
Molly, you and Colin D kind of arrived at a similar conclusion – that Lucile was something of a lackluster student. Good
reading. You bring up the notion of skipping school and going right into a career if you have the talent. Do you think
that’s less of an achievement, then or now, than completing school? At the same time, if you kept a journal like Lucile
did what would you decide to record? Do you think you would write about your classes in detail every day? If not, what
else would you think to write down? Think it would be much different at the end of the day than Lucile?
Colin, I really like your thesis about how Lucile appeared to be taking shortcuts. This brings up a question; aren’t we
all?! Since 1915, do you think students have more pressure on them to succeed, to build a great resume, to be a part
of a boatload of extra curriculars to impress employers? Or did Lucile go through the same kind of pressures we did
when it came time to apply to school, albeit in a different form? Do you think the student of the future is going to have
to work doubly as hard as we did to get into schools, to be successful? Really interesting notions here, nice work.
Keep at it!
Jeffrey B said
at 7:23 pm on Sep 21, 2009
Jeffrey Boen
Once I finished Lucille's diary, my first thought was that Lucille was rather careless about what happened to her at
school. She would always hope for things to be handed to her on a platter, such as when she was kicked out of one of
her living quarters, she remarked "What will fate hand me next?" (pg 19). However, I then quickly reminded myself
that this was a diary that a person confided in, to vent out feelings. I would probably have said the same thing if I were
in her shoes.
Correlations kept popping up between students in 1915 and 2009. For many of us, including myself, money is a
constant problem that always seems to interfere and affect our actions and decisions, such as her decision to not write
home as much. Lucille can be quite inventive when she wants to be. Her method of keeping warm during the snowy
winter was rather unusual, but effective nonetheless. That is a skill that seems to still thrive today; the ability of college
students to adapt to their surroundings. There were some differences as well; one major change between then and
now was the fact that Lucille was quite all right with her situation. Her parents were not nearly involved as much as
parents are now in the typical college process, which includes the teary good-byes, the surprise visits, and the constant
influx of money.
This diary seemed to calm my nerves about traveling from out of state; if someone from the early 1900’s can deal with
all that Lucille dealt with, perhaps the transition won’t go as bad as hers did.
LexiReeve@hotmail.com said
at 1:17 am on Sep 22, 2009
I found many more differences than I did similarities between students in 1915 and the ones in 2009. First, Lucile
obtained a job her freshman year in order to afford college. Usually, many students don't apply for a job their freshman
year; they are more focused on their class work and the social aspect of college. Although Lucile was a very dedicated
girl, I feel as if she was putting most of her time into her work rather than her studies or her friends. Students now will
be more focused on getting good grades and meeting new people than they will be about after school jobs.
In the first half of her diary, Lucile lived far off campus. I realize that she needed to live there in order to obtain a
room, but usually freshman live close to campus so that they are better able to immerse themselves in the college
experience. It affected Lucile socially being so far away from campus. On page 22 Lucile talks about how Mrs. Chance
gave her time off work, so she decided to see a film, but had to alone because she was unable convince her friends.
She remarks "somehow it seems as though I must always go alone, always the same old howl." Lucile would be fitting
in better if she lived closer to campus; then she would have more opportunities to meet people and hang out.
Another important difference was the financial aspect of the university. Lucile was completely dependent on herself;
working to pay her way through college. A majority of the students today have their parents pay for their education.
They always welcome the financial support of their family, whereas Lucile seemed guilty whenever her family sent her
money. To me, it seemed as if Lucile wanted to gain her independence by providing and supporting herself, whereas
today, although many students do want and need the financial support of their families, just being away from home
and living on their own provides enough independence.
Olivia Williams said
at 11:17 am on Sep 22, 2009
"I have been doing a little of everything, as the professors think I know the business pretty well and don't even bother
to give me assignments, as they do to the rest" (page 52). Wow. I take this to mean that Lucile is getting special
privileges by having a job at the newspaper. I mean I understand that the journalism professors probably realize that
she is getting a lot of experience from the newspaper, but didn't she go to the UO to get an education in journalism?
Wouldn't that require schoolwork to be done? I agree with Molly DuVal that she is very hard working, but more so with
her job than with the school work itself. I’m not sure if that situation is relatable to 2009. It would be nice if the
professors thought that way but I think they want us to get as much learning in as possible…there isn’t really a limit to
learning.
I found that the personal appearance aspect of 1915 was different than that of today. These days, personal
appearance takes a big role in a girl's life, and I'm sure it’s important to some guys as well. If a girl today had a
tattered dress or worn out shoes, she wouldn't think twice to pull out a credit card and buy new clothes and shoes, and
probably a couple of other things while they were at the store. Back in 1915, Lucile and other students worked hard to
make money for food and board, let alone new clothes, and even then, they didn't always get new clothes. Most would
mend their garments or pay a little money to have someone do it for them. We always say we wish we had more
money, but if we took a step back we would realize we're better off than most students of 1915.
Matt Villeneuve said
at 4:42 pm on Sep 22, 2009
Hahaha, we got some good input here.
Jeffery, I agree with you; if Lucile, a 17 year old leaving for her first time to go off to school can manage to survive her
freshman year, we can too. (Er, I did so I know I can...you know what I mean.)
Lexi, I liked what you wrote. Do you think all freshmen or for that matter students of any age feel more guilty taking
funds from their parents for their education or lifestyle the older they get? Or do you think people our age in this era
are more comfortable "borrowing" from our parents? Is it a different set of circumstance for a first generation student?
Olivia, brilliant. The observation that Lucile has stopped getting assignments from her journalism professors is...striking!
Don't expect that to be the case for any of you!
bsenate@uoregon.edu said
at 5:23 pm on Sep 22, 2009
Breanna Senate
I found it interesting that throughout her collegiate journey, Lucile's success was never concrete. From the start her
enrollment was merely by chance... and before her enrollment she refers to the impossibility of a higher education
because of her unreliable finances. Much of Lucile's college experience at first was lived day to day, some weeks she
wondered if she would have to go home as her family believed... others she was comfortable.
In comparison to the present, 1915 middle class students seemed less likely to seek a higher education. I mean; as a
1915 student I would expect failure starting off college with only twenty odd dollars in my pocket. The ratio in regards
to money proved to be the greatest difference in my eyes between then and now. Then a student such as Lucile could
make it, without going into extreme debt. These days, one better have good financial aid backing them... otherwise the
venture would be undoubtedly doomed. I was shocked at how big of a risk Lucile took. Whereas today high school
students are encouraged and expected to go to a University, then it was looked on as almost silly by her parents. All in
all I envy Lucile for the fact that she made it in spite of her financial woes. Now even with a working ethic such as
Lucile's, a student would be amazingly fortunate to succeed as she did.
LexiReeve@hotmail.com said
at 9:59 pm on Sep 22, 2009
In response to Matt, I believe that as students mature and grow older, they feel guilty asking for money from their
parents or family, because it's something that they feel they should do for themselves over time. As students get older,
they feel the need to provide and support themselves, and would therefore not want to ask for money. I found it
interesting because Lucile was a freshman, and most freshman today are completely fine asking their parents to help
support them financially. I'm not really sure if it's a different set of circumstances, but I think it just depends on the
individual person and the need they feel to be "completely" independent; including supporting themselves.
tori.hamachek@gmail.com said
at 11:12 pm on Sep 22, 2009
When first reading this document I felt a lot of sympathy for Lucile, but my perception of Lucile changed as I continued
to read. At first Lucile appeared to be working really hard and trying to balance school and her job. Later on I started
to realize that she did not balance her time between her job and her studies. Lucile put a lot of time into her jobs, but
she didn’t necessarily have the focus needed for the jobs. There was a common pattern of getting a job and then
losing it within a few months.
Lucile had been journaling about how she lost her job at the mailing office and said “One reason why I was not desired
in the office was my attitude there” (35). Colin wrote about how Lucile looked for shortcuts in life and I think this job is
a great example of it. I believe that the same positive attitudes and cooperation were valued by 1915 employers and
are valued by currently employers. It makes me wonder, if Lucile was employed in 2009 would she be hired or fired as
often?
To address the question that Matt brought up on the 16th, I feel that students do rely on their parents more now than
in the past. Lucile made the independent choice of going to college, her parents weren’t fully encouraging her to go to
college. Lucile would receive the money from her parents and send it back. In 2009 it’s more acceptable to receive
money from parents and I would find it hard to believe if current students regularly sent money back in the mail to
their parents. One similarity that I found in parental-student relationships both in 1915 and the present is the amount of
person information that she tells her mom. When you compare the letters that she wrote to her mom and the diary
entries you find that Lucile leaves out some significant information, whether it was about boys, fights, or failures. Both
in the past and the present it is not uncommon for students to not tell their parents everything.
Kevin D. Hatfield said
at 4:31 pm on Sep 23, 2009
Hello everyone. I look forward to meeting all of you at our FIG meeting on Friday morning and welcoming you to
campus. I have been following the dialogue about Lucile's experiences as a first year student compared with your
expectations with great interest. To assist us all with contextualizing this comparative analysis a bit further I have
assembled a 1915-2009 comparison chart for your reference. I think you will be quite surprised at some of the 1915
facts--particularly the cost of tuition and housing. The chart is posted in the materials page. Professor Hatfield (aka
Kevin). Cheers!
Noor Al-Muhaifeed said
at 4:39 pm on Sep 23, 2009
before I began reading Lucile's diary, I thouht it was great that I had an opportunity to read a woman's diary from
1915. The trials she faced along with how the double standard might have affected her studies would be incredibly
interesting. However, when I started reading, I couldn't really connect with Lucile.
Matt Villeneuve said
at 5:03 pm on Sep 23, 2009
Thanks for the posts so far people, this is really great. Thanks for the comparison chart Professor - I can't get over the
fact that housing was only $10 a term in 1915.
Lexi, I think you are on to a really interesting contrast when it comes to money, family and parents between 1915 and
2009. If you would be willing to bring this up in class, that'd be great!
Tori, you identified a really good passage from the diary about Lucile's attitude at her job. It didn't sound like Lucile
really had a positive attitiude at work - now, considering what kind of person Lucile seems to have been and also
keeping in consideration who here audience is in her own personal journal, do you think she was sour on the job or
merely confiding in her personal diary?
Noor, why do you think Lucile's journal feel short of your expectations? What about Lucile's account left you wanting
more?
Noor Al-Muhaifeed said
at 5:04 pm on Sep 23, 2009
Before I began reading Lucile's diary, I thought that it was great having a woman's diary from 1915. I would get to
read about the trials she faced and how she over came the double standard to succeed. However, when I started
reading, I couldn't connect with her at all. At first, I thought i would be able to because she mentioned that she was
starting out with very little money and no one believed she could do it but she was going to cut loose and try anyway. I
thought that she had the same drive and ambition that I have. The more I read on, the more it seemed that college
was just a place she would be attending. She could take it or leave it. What struck me was the fact that she was in
desperate need of money yet she didn't put forth any real effort into her school work or her job. Cooking, cleaning, and
mending clothes aren't easy tasks but they're not impossible to learn.
I think that the one timeless theme is loneliness. Every Freshman will feel lonely and homesick at times and no amount
of parties or friends will get rid of that feeling. College is a big change and the first real step toward independence. I
think loneliness will be a reoccurring theme at the U of O for every Freshman (at least for a little while).
I believe that my time at the U of O will be harder and yet easier than Lucile's. If I feel homesick or lonely than I could
always visit my friends at OSU or my family in Portland. It wasn't an option for Lucile to travel a lot. Finances will also
be easier. There are more loans and scholarship opportunities than there were in 1915. What I think will be harder is
the school work. Lucile seemed to skate by, as a Major in Business, that's not an option for me.
At the same time, while I'm critical of Lucile I also admire that she took a risk. It's not easy to move away from home
with the hope that things will work out for the best.
Noor Al-Muhaifeed said
at 5:08 pm on Sep 23, 2009
Sorry, Matt. I've been having ridiculous Internet problems and it took my forever just to post. I think that I explained
why Lucile left something to be desired in my actual post but most of all, in my opinion, she didn't have a good voice in
her diary. I understand that it was a journal and not a novel but she recounted everything the same way. None of the
event's really stood out because they were told in the same flat voice.
Jessica Fix said
at 8:18 pm on Sep 23, 2009
Jessica Fix
Lucille struck me as very self-sufficient in almost every aspect of her college experience. She attended the University
despite a lack of enthusiasm from home, she was always able to secure a job of some sort to at least keep her afloat,
and she entered the U of O certain of the career she wanted to pursue. I don’t envy her situation in the slightest, but I
am impressed by how well she managed under her circumstances. While I am lucky enough to have the support of my
family, and a bit more financial stability than Lucille, I’m not yet certain of what it is I want to study. I wonder, in 1915,
if the majority of students who attended college were like Lucille—already sure of the field of study or line of work they
were interested in—or if students who didn’t have a specific area of interest just didn’t attend college and instead opted
for a job (any job) right off the bat. I guess I’m curious as to what group the notion of a ‘college degree’ catered to. It
seemed to me that Lucille was just using her time at the University to secure a job. While the same can be said today
of some people, I think college is about more than a means to an end. Perhaps that’s just a difference in
generation…Maybe in 2009 we’re more open to the idea of college being great education in both life and a future
profession, as apposed to solely, job preparation for the future.
Jessica Fix said
at 8:19 pm on Sep 23, 2009
In addition to her independence, I found Lucille to be slightly rebellious. Not only was she dismissed from a job for her
attitude, but she also invited a boy into her room (which strikes me as a little improper in 1915), and she slapped
another boy for his romantic attempts. Afterward she writes, “I also hope I hit hard enough so his face smarts.” (pg
30) Lucille has no problem standing up for herself, and has enough confidence to go to the movies alone and to dances
without a male escort. (Although later on she attends more functions with friends). I think that balancing schoolwork,
jobs, and social events is a classic issue for incoming freshmen, and if Lucille, who was plagued by financial woes,
numerous job dismissals, and other everyday stressors, was able to balance her time and survive, we can too.
Emily Hart said
at 9:05 pm on Sep 23, 2009
One of the things I found myself thinking about the most when reading Lucille's diary was how lucky I felt to be living in
the dorms as a freshman. After reading her accounts about having to find a family to room with in exchange for
cooking or sewing services, I felt very thankful that I have a room waiting for me on campus. The extra stress of
having to rely on independent households for a bed to sleep in, I imagine, would be immense in this day and age.
Especially as a student coming from out of state and not having any connections nearby, the thought of this was
daunting and made me really think about what a trooper Lucille was. Lucille's various temporary homes also made me
curious about life in the dormitories in 1915. I found it disappointing that her diary didn't provide insight into what dorm
life was like in the 1900s. And if I'm not mistaken, Lucille only mentioned one person she met who lived in the dorms. I
wonder what percentage of students lived on campus in those days compared to now?
The financial aspect to Lucille's freshman year is, of course, an important thing to note. The monetary burdens the
freshmen of 1915 bore are definitely similar to the ones we face today in 2009, such as the struggle to support yourself
without asking too much of your parents, or the battle to find a steady job for additional financial independence.
However, it occurred to me that college freshmen today have shadows of their student loans hovering over them.
Freshmen today may have an easier time financially when they're IN school because of the cushion of financial aid
awards, but they typically end school with significant amounts of debt, and spend many years paying for their education
once it is over. Lucille's situation, though very unpredictable and "paycheck to paycheck", did not have the added
"signing your life away" effect that comes with financial aid. There are obviously arguable benefits to both situation.
tori.hamachek@gmail.com said
at 11:14 pm on Sep 23, 2009
In response to Matt's question about Lucile's work attitude I interpreted the diary as a place where Lucile could sort out
her feelings. She used it to express concerns, frustrations, and other emotions. Keeping that in mind, her opinion as to
why she was fires was biased because it was from her point of view. When I look at the quote that she wrote in her
diary it seems that she came to the realization that she could have displayed a bigger effort. I do not feel that she was
"sour" at the job or doing tasks incorrectly, it may have just been that she did not possess the positive attitude and
enthusiasm that the employer had anticipated.
Colin Oliveira said
at 5:52 pm on Sep 24, 2009
I found this diary to be very eye-opening. Lucile's tireless efforts to keep herself afloat despite drifting in a sea of
uncertainty and new things was admirable. The amount of will it must have taken would have been tremendous. The
differences between this diary and the world of today are a shocking contrast. Walking miles to school as opposed to
rolling out of bed and crossing the lawn, having to work almost every available hour versus not usually having a job
until sophmore year, etc. Lucile came on her own, lived on her own, and made it on her own. Nowadays, most
freshman are helped at every turn by RAs and the internet. I agree with Noor in that I found the voice of the diary to
be dull, not very lively, although it seemed that her college time wasn't every lively, just filled with work, so it'd make
sense. I believe her to have been a strong woman, but I can't find many comparisons to my own feelings about
college. She came with a career in mind and didn't mention classes that much, or even the social aspects, which I
expected to be a much bigger part of this whole tale. I can definitely connect with her feelings of lonesomeness,
coming from out of state and only knowing one person before I arrive, although with our WOW I'm sure it won't be a
problem. The strain of being an adult is something I can also feel, being out from under the sheltering wings of our
parents and thrust into a new world is a startling experience, and Lucile had even more pressure as she didn't have the
financial ease that most of us nowadays enjoy.
Matt Villeneuve said
at 1:10 pm on Sep 25, 2009
Thank you everyone that posted their assignment - I think we had some really good points discussed here and I'm
excited about future discussion. In the meantime, if you havn't posted a reflection piece yet, I would still like you to do
so. You can post it here, no problem. Looking forward to a great term!
Nora Hoeger said
at 3:47 pm on Sep 25, 2009
There are many differences, which I have discovered compared to life in 1915 to present day. In the first few pages
Lucille describes her life after graduating from high school which presents many differences because going to college
was not even required for her. Whereas today it is pretty much mandatory for a career after. Also after graduating
from high school she did not know exactly what her plans where going to be. She knew that she wanted to pursue
journalism, which is in itself a difference because not many people going into college know exactly what they want to
do. However, Lucille did not consider University until about a week before term started. Whereas now a days the
application process for admittance into college must begin at least six months beforehand. Thus this makes Lucille a
very mature, self sufficient women already at the age of seventeen because she moved out of her parents house to
live in Eugene having to find room and board, a job, and an education all on her own. Women back then had to mature
a lot faster compared to today’s young adults. Knowing that she had achieved practically all her needs like a job,
education, and housing without the help from her parents gives me confidence that I can survive here at Eugene when
a job is not an absolute necessity, room, board, and food are paid for as well as the cost of attendance. All of Lucilles
adversities is practically given to me. Financial strains are always present but I do have the safety net of my parents
who are happy to help if I am in desperate need.
However there are similarities that can be found compared to today's college experience. Learning how to be able to
balance your social life, to work, to classes is something that Lucille was able to do and is just as pressing to learn
today.
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